ACFAS 2023
Meet the Fellow Questionnaire

American College of
Foot and Ankle Surgeons®

Fellow Name:
Craig J. Verdin

Fellowship Program:

MedStar Georgetown University Hospital

City/State:
Washington, DC

Program Director:

Jayson N. Atves

How many Attendings do you work with regularly?

7 core attendings @ Georgetown University Hospital & Washington Hospital Center

3 core attendings @ MedStar Maryland Locations

Describe the diversity of your cases so far in fellowship. (For example, has your experience
included TAR? Is there an emphasis on: Pediatrics? Sports Medicine? Deformity correction?
Complex reconstruction? What percentage of your cases are trauma? Rearfoot/ankle?
Forefoot? Please be as descriptive as you’d like.

Core exposure: flap-based limb salvage, amputation and diabetic deformity recon
Personal research exposure: 51% research (Interest: limb salvage & gait studies)
Personal surgical exposure: 49% (60% limb salvage, 40% elective)

Fellowship allows you TOTAL control of the 49% of non-research time

How many days per week do you typically spend in the OR? In clinic? Do you have your own
“fellow” clinic?

Surgery: 2 full days in OR, M/W/F based on interest (flaps, tendon transfers, etc)
No fellow clinic

4 attending clinics are readily available to cover at Georgetown Hospital
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How many surgical cases do you typically scrub per month?
20-30

What conferences have you attended/are you encouraged to attend?

ACFAS, DLS

How would you describe your director’s teaching style?

Total autonomy

Expectation to understand and communicate understanding through teaching

How is research incorporated into your experience? What resources are provided/available?

51% research w/ numerous databases and registries along with stat support

Recently created gait lab (Orthoplastic and Podoplastic Gait Preservation)

Do you take any “call”? If so, how often? What type of call? (general vs. trauma, hospital vs.
private practice?)

No call.

How many hospitals/surgery centers are you credentialed at?

1 hospital w/ options to cover all MedStar facilities (4+ hospitals)

What is your didactic schedule like? What academic opportunities are available to you during
fellowship? (Cadaver labs, journal club, radiology conference, etc.)

Fellowship didactics are done in combination with resident didactics.

Is your fellowship affiliated with a residency program? If yes, what are your responsibilities?
How often are you interacting with residents (What % of cases?)

Yes. Expectation is to serve in a teaching and supportive capacity. 50%.
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Are you able to collect cases for board certification?
No.

When should interested applicants visit? What does a visit look like?

Summer prior to candidate selection.

Showing facilities and ORs and meeting core attendings.

What is the interview process like at your program?

Typical visit and final interview with all core attendings and residents.

Do you have a co-fellow? What percentage of your cases are scrubbed with them?

No.

What support is available for finding post-fellowship employment?

Well-connected alumni network w/ endorsed time for job visits/interviews.

What qualities make an applicant a good fit for your program?

Self-driven, autonomous, and academic-minded.

Why did you apply for fellowship? And why did you choose your fellowship program?

Unigue exposure to flap-based limb salvage and diabetic reconstruction.

Only limb salvage based fellowship that allows maintenance of elective workload

Any advice for future fellowship applicants?

Apply early and visit, visit, visit--you can only read so much about a program.
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